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Labeling Requirement for Pesticides and Devices 

The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency is required under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, 
and Rodenticide Act to adequately label all pesticide products for use in the United States. Such 
labeling is primarily for worker protection and must include information on toxicity, symptoms, 
treatment, and recommended personal protective equipment. Testing must be in compliance 
with Good Laboratory Practices (40 CFR Part 792). 
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(7) With respect to a Registration 
Standard for which the Agency has de­
termined that a substantially complete 
chronic health and teratology data 
base exists, a copy of the FEDERAL REG­
ISTER notice concerning availability of 
a proposed Registration Standard, and 
a copy of each comment received in re­
sponse to that notice (within 10 work­
ing days after receipt by the Agency, 
or 15 working days if the submitter has 
asserted a confidential business infor­
mation claim concerning the material). 

(8) A copy of the FEDERAL REGISTER 

notice announcing the issuance of the 
Registration Standard (within 10 work­
ing days after the publication of the 
notice). 

(c) Index of the docket. The Agency 
will establish and keep current an 
index to the docket for each Registra­
tion Standard. The index will include, 
but is not limited to: 

(1) A list of each meeting between the 
Agency and any person or party out­
side of government, containing the 
date and subject of the meeting, the 
names of participants and the name of 
the person requesting the meeting. 

(2) A list of each document in the 
docket by title, source or recipient(s), 
and the date the document was re­
ceived or provided by the Agency. 

(d) Availability of docket and indices. 
(1) The Agency will make available to 
the public for inspection and copying 
the docket and index for any Registra­
tion Standard. 

(2) The Agency will establish and 
maintain a mailing list of persons who 
have specifically requested that they 
receive indices for Registration Stand­
ard dockets. On a quarterly basis, EPA 
will distribute the indices of new mate­
rials placed in the public docket to 
these persons. Annually, EPA will re­
quire that persons on the list renew 
their requests for inclusion on the list. 

(3) The Agency will issue annually in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER (in conjunction 
with the annual schedule notice speci­
fied in § 155.25) a notice announcing the 
availability of docket indices. 

(4) Each FEDERAL REGISTER notice of 
availability of a Registration Standard 
will announce the availability of the 
docket index for that Standard. 

Pt. 156 

§ 155.34 Notice of availability. 

(a) The Agency will issue in the FED­
ERAL REGISTER a notice announcing the 
issuance and availability of Registra­
tion Standard which: 

(1) Concerns a previously unregis­
tered active ingredient; or 

(2) Concerns a previously registered 
active ingredient, and the Registration 
Standard states that registrants will 
be required (under FIFRA section 
3(c)(2)(B)) to submit chronic health (in­
cluding, but not limited to, chronic 
feeding, oncogenicity and reproduc­
tion) or teratology studies. 

(b) Interested persons may submit 
comments concerning any Registration 
Standard described by paragraph (a) of 
this section at any time. 

(c) The Agency will issue in the FED­
ERAL REGISTER a notice announcing the 
availability of, and providing oppor­
tunity for comment on, each proposed 
Registration Standard which concerns 
a previously registered active ingre­
dient for which the Agency has deter­
mined that a substantially complete 
chronic health and teratology data 
base exists. Following the comment pe­
riod and issuance of the Registration 
Standard, the Agency will issue in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER a notice of avail­
ability of the Registration Standard. 

PART 156—LABELING REQUIRE­
MENTS FOR PESTICIDES AND DE­
VICES 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
156.10 Labeling requirements. 

Subparts B–J [Reserved] 

Subpart K—Worker Protection Statements 

156.200 Scope and applicability. 
156.203 Definitions. 
156.204	 Modification and waiver of require­

ments. 
156.206 General statements. 
156.208 Restricted-entry statements. 
156.210 Notification-to-workers statements. 
156.212	 Personal protective equipment 

statements. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 136–136y. 
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Subpart A—General Provisions 
§ 156.10 Labeling requirements. 

(a) General—(1) Contents of the label. 
Every pesticide products shall bear a 
label containing the information speci­
fied by the Act and the regulations in 
this part. The contents of a label must 
show clearly and prominently the fol­
lowing: 

(i) The name, brand, or trademark 
under which the product is sold as pre­
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section; 

(ii) The name and address of the pro­
ducer, registrant, or person for whom 
produced as prescribed in paragraph (c) 
of this section; 

(iii) The net contents as prescribed in 
paragraph (d) of this section; 

(iv) The product registration number 
as prescribed in paragraph (e) of this 
section; 

(v) The producing establishment 
number as prescribed in paragraph (f) 
of this section; 

(vi) An ingredient statement as pre­
scribed in paragraph (g) of this section; 

(vii) Warning or precautionary state­
ments as prescribed in paragraph (h) of 
this section; 

(viii) The directions for use as pre­
scribed in paragraph (i) of this section; 
and 

(ix) The use classification(s) as pre­
scribed in paragraph (j) of this section. 

(2) Prominence and legibility. (i) All 
words, statements, graphic representa­
tions, designs or other information re­
quired on the labeling by the Act or 
the regulations in this part must be 
clearly legible to a person with normal 
vision, and must be placed with such 
conspicuousness (as compared with 
other words, statements, designs, or 
graphic matter on the labeling) and ex­
pressed in such terms as to render it 
likely to be read and understood by the 
ordinary individual under customary 
conditions of purchase and use. 

(ii) All required label text must: 
(A) Be set in 6-point or larger type; 
(B) Appear on a clear contrasting 

background; and 
(C) Not be obscured or crowded. 
(3) Language to be used. All required 

label or labeling text shall appear in 
the English language. However, the 
Agency may require or the applicant 
may propose additional text in other 

40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–99 Edition) 

languages as is considered necessary to 
protect the public. When additional 
text in another language is necessary, 
all labeling requirements will be ap­
plied equally to both the English and 
other-language versions of the label­
ing. 

(4) Placement of Label—(i) General. 
The label shall appear on or be securely 
attached to the immediate container of 
the pesticide product. For purposes of 
this section, and the misbranding pro­
visions of the Act, ‘‘securely attached’’ 
shall mean that a label can reasonably 
be expected to remain affixed during 
the foreseeable conditions and period 
of use. If the immediate container is 
enclosed within a wrapper or outside 
container through which the label can­
not be clearly read, the label must also 
be securely attached to such outside 
wrapper or container, if it is a part of 
the package as customarily distributed 
or sold. 

(ii) Tank cars and other bulk con­
tainers—(A) Transportation. While a pes­
ticide product is in transit, the appro­
priate provisions of 49 CFR parts 170– 
189, concerning the transportation of 
hazardous materials, and specifically 
those provisions concerning the label­
ing, marking and placarding of haz­
ardous materials and the vehicles car­
rying them, define the basic Federal 
requirements. In addition, when any 
registered pesticide product is trans­
ported in a tank car, tank truck or 
other mobile or portable bulk con­
tainer, a copy of the accepted label 
must be attached to the shipping pa­
pers, and left with the consignee at the 
time of delivery. 

(B) Storage. When pesticide products 
are stored in bulk containers, whether 
mobile or stationary, which remain in 
the custody of the user, a copy of the 
label of labeling, including all appro­
priate directions for use, shall be se­
curely attached to the container in the 
immediate vicinity of the discharge 
control valve. 

(5) False or misleading statements. Pur­
suant to section 2(q)(1)(A) of the Act, a 
pesticide or a device declared subject 
to the Act pursuant to § 152.500, is mis­
branded if its labeling is false or mis­
leading in any particular including 
both pesticidal and non-pesticidal 
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claims. Examples of statements or rep­
resentations in the labeling which con­
stitute misbranding include: 

(i) A false or misleading statement 
concerning the composition of the 
product; 

(ii) A false or misleading statement 
concerning the effectiveness of the 
product as a pesticide or device; 

(iii) A false or misleading statement 
about the value of the product for pur­
poses other than as a pesticide or de­
vice; 

(iv) A false or misleading comparison 
with other pesticides or devices; 

(v) Any statement directly or indi­
rectly implying that the pesticide or 
device is recommended or endorsed by 
any agency of the Federal Government; 

(vi) The name of a pesticide which 
contains two or more principal active 
ingredients if the name suggests one or 
more but not all such principal active 
ingredients even though the names of 
the other ingredients are stated else­
where in the labeling; 

(vii) A true statement used in such a 
way as to give a false or misleading im­
pression to the purchaser; 

(viii) Label disclaimers which negate 
or detract from labeling statements re­
quired under the Act and these regula­
tions; 

(ix) Claims as to the safety of the 
pesticide or its ingredients, including 
statements such as ‘‘safe,’’ ‘‘nonpoi­
sonous,’’ ‘‘noninjurious,’’ ‘‘harmless’’ 
or ‘‘nontoxic to humans and pets’’ with 
or without such a qualifying phrase as 
‘‘when used as directed’’; and 

(x) Non-numerical and/or compara­
tive statements on the safety of the 
product, including but not limited to: 

(A) ‘‘Contains all natural ingredi­
ents’’; 

(B) ‘‘Among the least toxic chemicals 
known’’ 

(C) ‘‘Pollution approved’’ 
(6) Final printed labeling. (i) Except as 

provided in paragraph (a)(6)(ii) of this 
section, final printed labeling must be 
submitted and accepted prior to reg­
istration. However, final printed label­
ing need not be submitted until draft 
label texts have been provisionally ac­
cepted by the Agency. 

(ii) Clearly legible reproductions or 
photo reductions will be accepted for 
unusual labels such as those silk­

§ 156.10 

screened directly onto glass or metal 
containers or large bag or drum labels. 
Such reproductions must be of micro­
film reproduction quality. 

(b) Name, brand, or trademark. (1) The 
name, brand, or trademark under 
which the pesticide product is sold 
shall appear on the front panel of the 
label. 

(2) No name, brand, or trademark 
may appear on the label which: 

(i) Is false or misleading, or 
(ii) Has not been approved by the Ad­

ministrator through registration or 
supplemental registration as an addi­
tional name pursuant to § 152.132. 

(c) Name and address of producer, 
registrant, or person for whom pro­
duced. An unqualified name and ad­
dress given on the label shall be consid­
ered as the name and address of the 
producer. If the registrant’s name ap­
pears on the label and the registrant is 
not the producer, or if the name of the 
person for whom the pesticide was pro­
duced appears on the label, it must be 
qualified by appropriate wording such 
as ‘‘Packed for * * *,’’ ‘‘Distributed by 
* * *,’’ or ‘‘Sold by * * *’’ to show that 
the name is not that of the producer. 

(d) Net weight or measure of contents. 
(1) The net weight or measure of con­
tent shall be exclusive of wrappers or 
other materials and shall be the aver­
age content unless explicitly stated as 
a minimum quantity. 

(2) If the pesticide is a liquid, the net 
content statement shall be in terms of 
liquid measure at 68 °F (20 °C) and shall 
be expressed in conventional American 
units of fluid ounces, pints, quarts, and 
gallons. 

(3) If the pesticide is solid or semi­
solid, viscous or pressurized, or is a 
mixture of liquid and solid, the net 
content statement shall be in terms of 
weight expressed as avoirdupois pounds 
and ounces. 

(4) In all cases, net content shall be 
stated in terms of the largest suitable 
units, i.e., ‘‘1 pound 10 ounces’’ rather 
than ‘‘26 ounces.’’ 

(5) In addition to the required units 
specified, net content may be expressed 
in metric units. 

(6) Variation above minimum content 
or around an average is permissible 
only to the extent that it represents 
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deviation unavoidable in good manu­
facturing practice. Variation below a 
stated minimum is not permitted. In 
no case shall the average content of 
the packages in a shipment fall below 
the stated average content. 

(e) Product registration number. The 
registration number assigned to the 
pesticide product at the time of reg­
istration shall appear on the label, pre­
ceded by the phrase ‘‘EPA Registration 
No.,’’ or the phrase ‘‘EPA Reg. No.’’ 
The registration number shall be set in 
type of a size and style similar to other 
print on that part of the label on which 
it appears and shall run parallel to it. 
The registration number and the re­
quired identifying phrase shall not ap­
pear in such a manner as to suggest or 
imply recommendation or endorsement 
of the product by the Agency. 

(f) Producing establishments registra­
tion number. The producing establish­
ment registration number preceded by 
the phrase ‘‘EPA Est.’’, of the final es­
tablishment at which the product was 
produced may appear in any suitable 
location on the label or immediate con­
tainer. It must appear on the wrapper 
or outside container of the package if 
the EPA establishment registration 
number on the immediate container 
cannot be clearly read through such 
wrapper or container. 

(g) Ingredient statement—(1) General. 
The label of each pesticide product 
must bear a statement which contains 
the name and percentage by weight of 
each active ingredient, the total per­
centage by weight of all inert ingredi­
ents; and if the pesticide contains ar­
senic in any form, a statement of the 
percentages of total and water-soluble 
arsenic calculated as elemental ar­
senic. The active ingredients must be 
designated by the term ‘‘active ingredi­
ents’’ and the inert ingredients by the 
term ‘‘inert ingredients,’’ or the sin­
gular forms of these terms when appro­
priate. Both terms shall be in the same 
type size, be aligned to the same mar­
gin and be equally prominent. The 
statement ‘‘Inert Ingredients, none’’ is 
not required for pesticides which con­
tain 100 percent active ingredients. Un­
less the ingredient statement is a com­
plete analysis of the pesticide, the 
term ‘‘analysis’’ shall not be used as a 
heading for the ingredient statement. 

40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–99 Edition) 

(2) Position of ingredient statement. (i) 
The ingredient statement is normally 
required on the front panel of the label. 
If there is an outside container or 
wrapper through which the ingredient 
statement cannot be clearly read, the 
ingredient statement must also appear 
on such outside container or wrapper. 
If the size or form of the package 
makes it impracticable to place the in­
gredient statement on the front panel 
of the label, permission may be granted 
for the ingredient statement to appear 
elsewhere. 

(ii) The text of the ingredient state­
ment must run parallel with other text 
on the panel on which it appears, and 
must be clearly distinguishable from 
and must not be placed in the body of 
other text. 

(3) Names to be used in ingredient state­
ment. The name used for each ingre­
dient shall be the accepted common 
name, if there is one, followed by the 
chemical name. The common name 
may be used alone only if it is well 
known. If no common name has been 
established, the chemical name alone 
shall be used. In no case will the use of 
a trademark or proprietary name be 
permitted unless such name has been 
accepted as a common name by the Ad­
ministrator under the authority of sec­
tion 25(c)(6). 

(4) Statements of percentages. The per­
centages of ingredients shall be stated 
in terms of weight-to-weight. The sum 
of percentages of the active and the 
inert ingredients shall be 100. Percent­
ages shall not be expressed by a range 
of values such as ‘‘22–25%.’’ If the uses 
of the pesticide product are expressed 
as weight of active ingredient per unit 
area, a statement of the weight of ac­
tive ingredient per unit volume of the 
pesticide formulation shall also appear 
in the ingredient statement. 

(5) Accuracy of stated percentages. The 
percentages given shall be as precise as 
possible reflecting good manufacturing 
practice. If there may be unavoidable 
variation between manufacturing 
batches, the value stated for each ac­
tive ingredient shall be the lowest per­
centage which may be present. 

(6) Deterioration. Pesticides which 
change in chemical composition sig­
nificantly must meet the following la­
beling requirements: 
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(i) In cases where it is determined 
that a pesticide formulation changes 
chemical composition significantly, 
the product must bear the following 
statement in a prominent position on 
the label: ‘‘Not for sale or use after 
[date].’’ 

(ii) The product must meet all label 
claims up to the expiration time indi­
cated on the label. 

(7) Inert ingredients. The Adminis­
trator may require the name of any 
inert ingredient(s) to be listed in the 
ingredient statement if he determines 
that such ingredient(s) may pose a haz­
ard to man or the environment. 

(h) Warnings and precautionary state­
ments. Required warnings and pre­
cautionary statements concerning the 

§ 156.10 

general areas of toxicological hazard 
including hazard to children, environ­
mental hazard, and physical or chem­
ical hazard fall into two groups; those 
required on the front panel of the label­
ing and those which may appear else­
where. Specific requirements con­
cerning content, placement, type size, 
and prominence are given below. 

(1) Required front panel statements. 
With the exception of the child hazard 
warning statement, the text required 
on the front panel of the label is deter­
mined by the Toxicity Category of the 
pesticide. The category is assigned on 
the basis of the highest hazard shown 
by any of the indicators in the table 
below: 

Hazard indicators 
Toxicity categories 

I II III IV 

Oral LD50 ........... 

Inhalation LC 50 .. 

Dermal LD 50 ...... 

Eye effects ........ 

Skin effects ........ 

Up to and including 50 
mg/kg. 

Up to and including .2 
mg/liter. 

Up to and including 200 
mg/kg. 

Corrosive; corneal opac­
ity not reversible within 
7 days. 

Corrosive ........................ 

From 50 thru 500 mg/kg 

From .2 thru 2 mg/liter ... 

From 200 thru 2000 ....... 

Corneal opacity revers­
ible within 7 days; irri­
tation persisting for 7 
days. 

Severe irritation at 72 
hours. 

From 500 thru 5000 mg/ 
kg. 

From 2. thru 20 mg/liter 

From 2,000 thru 20,000 

No corneal opacity; irrita­
tion reversible within 7 
days. 

Moderate irritation at 72 
hours. 

Greater than 5000 mg/ 
kg. 

Greater than 20 mg/liter. 

Greater than 20,000. 

No irritation. 

Mild or slight irritation at 
72 hours. 

(i) Human hazard signal word—(A) 
Toxicity Category I. All pesticide prod­
ucts meeting the criteria of Toxicity 
Category I shall bear on the front panel 
the signal word ‘‘Danger.’’ In addition 
if the product was assigned to Toxicity 
Category I on the basis of its oral, in­
halation or dermal toxicity (as distinct 
from skin and eye local effects) the 
word ‘‘Poison’’ shall appear in red on a 
background of distinctly contrasting 
color and the skull and crossbones 
shall appear in immediate proximity to 
the word ‘‘poison.’’ 

(B) Toxicity Category II. All pesticide 
products meeting the criteria of Tox­
icity Category II shall bear on the 
front panel the signal word ‘‘Warning.’’ 

(C) Toxicity Category III. All pesticide 
products meeting the criteria of Tox­
icity Category III shall bear on the 
front panel the signal word ‘‘Caution.’’ 

(D) Toxicity Category IV. All pesticide 
products meeting the criteria of Tox­

icity Category IV shall bear on the 
front panel the signal word ‘‘Caution.’’ 

(E) Use of signal words. Use of any sig­
nal word(s) associated with a higher 
Toxicity Category is not permitted ex­
cept when the Agency determines that 
such labeling is necessary to prevent 
unreasonable adverse effects on man or 
the environment. In no case shall more 
than one human hazard signal word ap­
pear on the front panel of a label. 

(ii) Child hazard warning. Every pes­
ticide product label shall bear on the 
front panel the statement ‘‘keep out of 
reach of children.’’ Only in cases where 
the likelihood of contact with children 
during distribution, marketing, storage 
or use is demonstrated by the applicant 
to be extremely remote, or if the na­
ture of the pesticide is such that it is 
approved for use on infants or small 
children, may the Administrator waive 
this requirement. 

(iii) Statement of practical treatment— 
(A) Toxicity Category I. A statement of 
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